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Message from The HeadmasterMessage from Th

Dear Parents,
 
Term is continuing apace and it is pleasing to see how well pupils from EYFS to the Sixth form are progressing. Last week Senior Prefect interviews have concluded, and we have been
most impressed by the number and quality of pupils who have applied in year 12 for the Senior Prefect jobs this year. Congratulations to all the pupils who applied for the Senior Prefect
positions. We look forward to their contributions to school life in their final year of school, following in the footsteps of the current Year 13 head-students and their team. Next week the
results will be posted in the newsletter.
 
The 19th March 2021 has been confirmed as a holiday. Consequently, King’s College will be shut on Friday 19th March 2021. Further details of arrangements will be found in my letter this
afternoon, which also confirms that the school year will be extended by one day in June to compensate for the lost day in March.
 
It is most pleasing that staff and pupils who had been ill with Covid 19 have now returned to work. I would like to ask all parents to continue to reinforce to your children the importance
of following all Covid 19 regulations. In particular, please remind your older children to take care around the plastic desk separation screens in classrooms, as well as wearing their masks
all the time in school and following social distancing and handwashing regulations.
 

My best wishes for the weekend.
 Kind regards

Matthew Taylor

 
Estimados padres,
 
El curso continúa a buen ritmo y es agradable ver lo bien que están progresando todos los alumnos desde EYFS hasta Sixth Form. La semana pasada concluyeron las entrevistas para
Senior Prefect y estamos muy impresionados por el número y la calidad de alumnos de Year 12 que se han presentado para los puestos de Senior Prefect este año. Enhorabuena a todos los
presentados y esperamos que contribuyan a la vida escolar en su último año de colegio, siguiendo los pasos de los actuales heads-students de Year 13 y su equipo. La semana que viene se
publicarán los resultados en el Newsletter.
 
Se ha confirmado que el 19 de marzo de 2021 es festivo, en consecuencia King’s College permanecerá cerrado ese día. En mi carta de esta tarde encontrarán más detalles sobre los
cambios, que también confirman que el año escolar se ampliará en un día en junio para compensar el día perdido en marzo.
 
Es muy satisfactorio que el personal y alumnos que han estado enfermos con Covid 19, estén ya de vuelta al trabajo. Me gustaría pedir a todos los padres que sigan reforzando a sus hijos
la importancia de seguir todas las normas del Covid 19. En particular, les ruego que recuerden a sus hijos mayores que deben tener cuidado con las pantallas de protección de los pupitres
en las aulas, así como que deben llevar siempre la mascarilla en el colegio y seguir las normas de distanciamiento social y lavado de manos.
 

Mis mejores deseos para el fin de semana.
 Un saludo cordial,

 Matthew Taylor
 

W E E K L Y  H E A D ' S  U P D A T E
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What are your hobbies and/or interests? I really enjoy traveling, listening to music, walking
around my village or going to the countryside to relax. But what I like most is spending time
with my family and friends.

Name: Nuria Rodríguez.
Where do you come from? I come from a village in the northern mountains of Madrid. 
What did you study at university and where? At university I studied Early Childhood Education
for 4 years but later I enrolled at another university to study Primary Education. Also, before
studying at university I did a BTEC to be able to work in nursery schools. 
What do you teach? Spanish Language and Social Sciences
Why do you love teaching? I have loved teaching since I was little. One of my memories as a
child is spending the whole afternoon teaching my dolls. I would put them all in a circle and I
would teach them anything. Now, I have been able to achieve one of my goals in life, so I
would like to tell you to always strive to achieve your dreams.
What are you most looking forward to at King´s College Soto? What excites me most about
working at King's College is being able to teach my students to be better and to give their all
to achieve the goals they set for themselves. The staff are also very friendly and have
always helped me with whatever I needed. Working at this school makes me grow personally
and professionally. 

Welcome to our New Teachers

ns in classrooms
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  The Aviation Industry with Enrique and Carlos – Wednesday 10th February 20212.  
 Where a UK University Degree Can Take You with Carlota – Wednesday 24th February 2021
 International Business with Bill - Wednesday 3rd of March 2021
Where a Science Degree Can Take You with Celia Robles Angel - Wednesday 10th March 2021

Choosing a Career Catalogue 
We are very thankful to all our speakers who have presented on a Wednesday afternoon to the Secondary
students during Enrichment about their careers and expertise.  It has been a great success.  If your child

missed a particular session, or if you and your family would like to watch a specific presentation together,
then you can by clicking on the link below: 

1.
2.
3.
4.

The Aviation Industry with Enrique and Carlos – Wednesday 10th February 20212.The Aviation Industry with Enrique and Carlos – Wednesday 10th February 20212.  
Where a UK University Degree Can Take You with Carlota – Wednesday 24th February 2021Where a UK University Degree Can Take You with Carlota – Wednesday 24th February 2021

Where a Science Degree Can Take You with Celia Robles Angel - Wednesday 10th March 2021Where a Science Degree Can Take You with Celia Robles Angel - Wednesday 10th March 2021
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M r  C r o u c h
D e p u t y  H e a d t e a c h e r

6M Quote of the week
 

“You are never too old to set another
goal or to dream another dream.”

--C.S Lewis
 

I love this speech so much because it defines
inspiration. It tells you to never stop believing, to
dream, achieve and to never give up .The way Lewis
said this, makes me feel ardent about whatever I’m
doing and helps me be more ambitious, it also tells
me that it's never too late to imagine and dream. 

InspiredMUN

Middle School 
Ignacio: USA
Maya: USA
Elena: Netherlands
Qinya: USA
Pietro: Netherlands
Jonah: Pakistan
Javier: Netherlands
Julia: USA

High School 
Nara: Argentina
María: Chile
Vera: Guatemala
Jimena: USA
Zinadin: Bangladesh
María José: Malaysia
Lucas: Saudi Arabia 
Silvia: USA
Alejandro: Ecuador
Carolina: Guatemala
Nicholas: Kenya
Sofia: Afghanistan
Guillermo: Belgium
Ignacio: Panama
Ingrid: USA
Guillermo: Austria
Pedro: Norway

Congratulations to the
following Secondary

students who have all
successfully registered for

the Inspired MUN
Conference next month.
They have already been

allocated their countries and
have started researching in

preparation for plenty of
debate and discussion. We

know that you will all
represent our school well.

We are very proud that Soto is organising the very first Inspired
Student Leadership Conference. This will take place on 22nd and
23rd April and potentially involve all 65 of the schools within the
Group. The Executive Committee at Soto, including; Natalia, Ignacio
and Clara – all in Year 12 – have carefully selected nine other
amazing leaders from across the Inspired schools to form the
conference Student Steering Committee. They are currently working
on the programme as we speak. You can find out more about this
unique team of leaders by CLICKING HERE.

Inspired Student Leadership Conference

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jHpc9qA1ggbF5LA1oiueZkp0wwH0ASvr/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VUgaw3oDWUHp6odGz4Vjef5SoEj_lkis/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vHmaQ-mgUDJNaW3WS18W91OtPSlmFxso/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1i1ztR0pQFYq8yTPB9TA8W1IWFMqfcc4d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cRrV_9kv2iv8aIHP-fgsmIALG7yUrad2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cRrV_9kv2iv8aIHP-fgsmIALG7yUrad2/view?usp=sharing




It’s so important for us to celebrate this day because in the past women haven’t always been recognised for the
great work they have done. It is important that we inspire others to do the same’.
It’s very important that we remember the inspirational women who have shaped our lives today eg those who
fought for the right for women to vote. We need to continue to challenge to move further forward in the future’.
International Women’s Day provides an opportunity to keep fighting for the rights of all people. All people should
be treated equally’.

Dear Parents,

I hope that you and your families are all well. We’ve certainly been enjoying some great weather lately and it has really
lifted everyone’s mood. I came across this inspirational quote this week and I thought it summed up perfectly the
current feeling amongst us all.

"Everyday is a new beginning. Take a deep breath, smile, and start
again"

On Wednesday this week we reintroduced a few ball games back into the KS2 playgrounds. This initiative has been led
by our very own Primary School Council. With some very strict rules in place to maintain our Covid-19 regulations eg
every player gelling their hands before playing, wearing masks at all times, gelling the ball every 10 minutes, we have
launched football, basketball and small ball games such as King-pin back into the Junior playground.

The School Council members have also been excellent this week working together with the teachers on duty to ensure
that these Covid rules are being adhered to by all the children.
The children have been so excited to have these games back in the playground and it has felt like a bit of ‘normality’
has returned to the playground. They children remain within their Year group zones which we rotate every day so that
once per week each year group has the opportunity to play a ball game if they choose to do so. The balls are provided
by the school, the children cannot bring their own and they are disinfected at the start and end of every session, as
well as once within the break time session.
The younger children in the Primary School have continued throughout the pandemic situation to have some specific
playground material within their class bubbles so we now have all Primary year groups with some focus play material
at break times.

 We celebrated another important day this week. On Monday 8th March we celebrated International Women's Day in
the Primary School where we acknowledged  the achievements of woman today and in history to raise awareness
about women’s equality, and support the need to further promote and campaign for gender equality. This important
day has been recognised since the early 1900s and is a day to raise awareness about the many obstacles women still
deal with.

The theme this year was : #ChooseToChallenge with a particular focus challenging gender bias and inequality. This
year, due to the Covid restrictions Madrid will not hold its annual Women's March through the city. Nevertheless, King's
College celebrated the day with the children in all classes throughout the Primary School discussing this theme in their
tutor time, PSHE lessons and special assemblies.
In one of these assemblies we asked the children to draw on a piece of paper their representation of a firefighter, a
surgeon, a pilot and an astronaut and to give each character a name. The intention was to see if the children drew an
equal representation of men and women for these roles or if they had a tendency to go towards one gender bias.
However we were very pleasantly surprised to see that in fact the children had drawn an equal representation of both
males and females in their drawings to represent these professions that might have been seen in the past to be
typically male dominated professions. We were delighted to see that the input that we have given in our school to the
themes of equality and promoting inspirational and successful women is starting to have an impact on our young
pupils.

We asked a few of our Year 6 pupils why they felt that it is important to recognise International Women’s Day in our
school. These are some of their responses:

Next week in the Primary School we will be celebrating Global Recycling Day (insert image). On Wednesday afternoon
next week  the children in Years 1 – 6 will be all taking part in some creative activities using material that is normally
put aside for recycling. The Primary Eco Council are taking the lead in this project and we are looking forward to
seeing what the children make!

Have a lovely weekend. I hope that you and your families are able to enjoy this beautiful weather. Let’s hope that it
lasts a bit longer!

 

Take care and stay safe!
Best wishes,
Mrs Parkinson

M r s  P a r k i n s o n
H e a d  o f  P r i m a r y

Our very youngest pupils in Pre
Nursery, have been enjoying the

little farm they have created in their
patio. This has given them so many
development opportunities, as well

as having great fun.

In Year 2 the children have been
learning about micro habitats so they

have been outside counting mini
beasts, finding out what habitats they

like and what they need to survive. 

Year 3 are learning all about plants in Science. This
week, they have been learning about germination and
planted a variety of 'mystery seeds' to see what they
grow into! They children have learnt all about what

seeds need to grow into full plants and are very excited
to see what their seeds become! 



Primary School News

Takes 1 minute to produce
Used for just a few minutes
200 years to decompose
500 million a day are used
Causes hundreds of animal deaths per year

Order your drink without a
straw or switch to reusable

ones!

The Plastic Straw 
 

 

Travel
My biggest passion in life is learning, which is why I love to travel. I have learned so
much by immersing myself in different cultures, exploring the history of new places and
meeting people with different backgrounds and world views. My love of learning is
what ultimately lead me to become a teacher, and I have been fortunate enough to
teach children in different countries across the globe. One of my favourite travel
experiences was teaching in a small village school in Nepal, where I was inspired by the
positivity, resilience and generosity of all the people I met. 
 
Food
Not only do I love to eat food, I also love to cook and bake! For me, the process of
cooking is therapeutic and I like to experiment with different recipes and flavours.  My
favourite present this Christmas was a vegetarian recipe book; it has been my New
Year’s resolution to cook one new meal a week and, so far, the results have been
delicious! 

Pets
As a child, I wanted to be a vet because I have such a strong love of animals. I grew up
with cats, dogs, rabbits and even some unusual pets like giant snails and stick insects!
I don’t understand the debate “cats or dogs?” because choosing between them is too
difficult for me. Back in England, my family have two gorgeous, intelligent Border
Collies and a beautiful, blue-eyed (slightly spoiled) Ragdoll cat.  My favourite thing
about online learning was getting to meet everyone’s pets, and I can’t wait to get my
own in Madrid! 

We’ve had yet another excellent week of learning in
the Primary School. The weather has been great and
we’ve been taking our learning outside as much as
possible. 

This week we have a piece of excellent work that has
been produced by one of our Year 6 pupils in the
form of a poster to illustrate the focus of their topic
work this term on the environment. Brilliant work
Ignacio!

This week we meet Miss Saskia Robinson who is currently in her second
year of teaching here at King’s College. Miss Robinson is currently a

Year 6 tutor and Head of Primary Science.

My favourite things 

Project of the Week



Year 11 House Cricket
Final Results!

1979

2238
2238

1936

Look out! We have a tie!
House Knight and Crown are

battling for 1st place!

House Points

M r  M u r p h y
H e a d  o f  S e c o n d a r y

EDI Committee at
King's

The EDI Committee stands for
equity (the quality of being fair),
diversity and inclusion and aims
to provide a safe and welcoming

place for everyone no matter their
gender, race, sexuality, religion...
Scan this QR code to learn more!

1st place Shield
2nd place Knight
3rd place: Lion
4th place: Crown

Something exciting is about to
happen...Y11 Global

Perspectives Class...
Keep your eyes out for the 22nd

of March!



Human Reproduction by Sanya 7N
Zoos sometimes take in endangered animals or species to protect the
remaining few before they are extinct. The best way to protect a species
from extinction is by breeding or making more offspring. If the original
animal that the zoo had dies, they still have their offspring to protect. Even if
the animal is not endangered, zoos try to breed so that they don’t need to
buy more animals in the future, they already have the children of the
animals that they have in the present. The animals that zoos breed depend
on the animals that they need more of, the animals that are endangered or
the ones that they have. But, some include: antelopes (Arabian Oryx), frogs,
Giant Pandas, lions and rhinos (Whito Rhinos). These are only some
examples, there is an extremely large variety of animals that can and are
bred in zoos. Zoos have even saved some species from extinction like the
California Condor. 

On occasions, zoos encounter some problems when trying to breed
animals. Reasons include: The females are picky about which male they
choose, animals can get depressed, the animals can get too used to having
humans near and helping them instead of their own species (creating
problems), problems with the female and her reproductive systems and
some more. There may be a solution to most of the problems. Whether
they let the female choose her partner, forbid the humans to appear too
nice in the animal’s eyes or recreating the animal’s natural habitat (including
more of its species), most zoos will try to find a solution, other than
depressing and claustrophobic cages. 

The actual reproductive process is exceptionally similar or identical even. In
the wild, some cubs may not be strong enough to keep up or the mother
must take care. Yet in a zoo, the zookeepers and workers put in their best
efforts to save each animal and take care of some, entirely, if it is needed.
The main difference is simply that in the wild, the mother or parent is mostly
alone and in danger (of predators) but in a zoo, there are human helpers
and assistants, no possible predators or threats and medicine to cure most
diseases one could possibly get.

Secondary School News

On Monday 1st March Year 12 and Year 13 psychology
students had the opportunity to attend an online conference
delivered by the Education Department from the Freud
Museum in London. The presentation included information
about Freud and the psychodynamic approach along with the
manifest content and latent content of dreams. The
conference was well attended and all students enjoyed
learning about something that extends what they need to
know as part of the A Level curriculum. 

C

Year 9 girls playing field hockey in Physical Education lesson. Field hockey,
also called hockey, is an outdoor game played by two opposing teams of 11
players each who use sticks curved at the striking end to hit a small, hard ball
into their opponent's goal. It is called field hockey to distinguish it from the
similar game played on ice.

Year 13 girls playing volley bounce, an adaption game which combines tennis
and volley and is played with space hoppers and used to hit the ball over the
net. This is a fun activity used to develop team work, coordination and
encourage physical participation. The Year 13 girls were brilliant at it!!

King's College Sports



After last week, where we looked at The Big 3, we learnt all about the three most powerful gods. Today we are learning about
what they did after the Titan War. Zeus’ children were some of the most important gods in ancient Greece. For example, Athena,
she was the daughter of Zeus and a Titan. Since Zeus was scared about the curse that ran through his family, he swallowed his
Titan-girlfriend when she was pregnant. Months later, Zeus had the biggest pain in his forehead ever imaginable, his other son,
Hephaestus, offered to open his skull and see what was in there. Moments later when Hephaestus was just about to crack Zeus’
skull open, Athena sprang out. Since she was the goddess of wisdom, she explained, she had been moved from her mother’s
stomach, to her father’s brain. She was also the goddess of battle and war strategy (not to be confused with Ares). One of Zeus’
sons, Hepheastus, was born in another strange way. When Zeus and Hera had an argument, she wanted to prove to Zeus that she
could have a child all by herself. And she did. But Hephaestus was the ugliest baby ever born. She tossed him out of a window.
The goddess of family and motherhood tossed her newborn baby out of a window, on a mountain! He landed on mount Etna. He
landed so hard that he created a lake. Then when he was grown up (which for gods it can happen in seconds) he went up to
Mount Olympus and stood up and introduced himself. Hera was so embarrassed that she offered him a throne, and he became
the god of fire and metalwork. Later when Aphrodite showed up, Hera offered her to Hephaestus. Apollo and Artemis, were born
of a Titan girlfriend of Zeus, Hera chased the pregnant Titan all around the world and declared her as the Queen of the gods, that
nowhere on land or that has roots in the earth could help. Finally Leto found a floating island where she could give birth. Apollo
and Artemis became the patron gods of the island and gave it roots in the earth. Apollo was the god of music, poetry, the sun,
medicine and many other things. Artemis was the goddess of maidens and hunting and because of her birth, she became the
protectress of women giving birth. Her favourite appearance was the one of a 12 year old girl with brown hair. I will explain that
more in the next edition.
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Soto Creative Crew (S.C.C)

You can look at both “nehads” and "anasrezk"
on Etoro for their progress as well as more of
my content in the red link above.

Despite my age, I believe I know a lot about the
stock market and have been gaining so much
experience and knowledge in the past months.
It's a bit despairing that all the work that I’ve
done on my virtual account is going to waste at
the moment until I create a real portfolio.
Nonetheless, I have already begun working on
a real portfolio; I’m co-managing the account
“nehads”. ’Co-managing’ because I can always
use consultation from more experienced
members on the platform. The goal that we
were given for this account is; reach 10% profit
a month. We started working in late November
making in less than 10 days 6.32%. December
we managed to reach 28.68%, finishing off
2020 with 36.82% profits. January 2021 we
made 6.66%, then 40.96%. Short-term profits
are one of, if not the hardest aspects to
investing, but needless to say we’re
overachievers. 

I am also running the account "anasrezk" by
myself. This account however is focused on
long-term gains as the 'customer' (so to say) of
this account is young and looking for financial
security by the time he's older, something
everybody should be doing! 

Retire Richer by Alya 12S
Click here for more of her content

https://www.etoro.com/people/alyarezk


King's Art work of the week

Well done to this week´s chosen artists!

KS2 - Oliver´s brilliantly bright
watercolour and tempera painting is

inspired by the environment and
illustrator Anne Laval.

KS3 - Clara´s Art homework is an
expressive piece of abstract work made
when listening to music and inspired by

Kandinsky

KS5 - Roberto´s detailed and decorative
Bauhaus inspired,colour theory page.



Information 
& Updates

sinews4.kc@kings.education
vavila@sinews.es

sinews5.kc@kings.education
Extention: 12371

sinews1.kc@kings.education 
lzozaya@sinews.es

sinews2.kc@kings.education
cdelisa@sinews.es

sinews3.kc@kings.education
grios@sinews.es

sinews1.kc@kings.education
lzozaya@sinews.es

Primary Sinews

Valeria Ávila, Primary Speech and Language Therapist

Julia Ekker, Primary Psychologist

Laura Zozaya, School Counsellor

Secondary Sinews

Carmen de Lisa, Secondary Psychologist

Gloria Rios, Secondary Speech and Language Therapist

Laura Zozaya, School Counsellor

IT Support will respond to tickets related to:
Zoom, BlueJeans, Google Meets, Google Hangouts,
Microsoft Teams, Microsoft Skype, SeeSaw,
ClassDojo and Managebac.

Student owned hardware and operating system
support incidents will be forwarded to our school's
internal ICT support or current third party equivalent.

How to create an IT Ticket:
 

Link to Create the Ticket - Click Here
 

This form will let parents register their questions
and problems, directly with the local IT
Department.After filing this form, it will generate a
ticket and assign it to the appropriate school/site.

When you contact support to register an issue you
will need to provide the following information:

Full name
Full name of the student for whom the problem is
being registered
Name of the school
Contact Email
Telephone contact
Details of the problem

BUSES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .sara.frankl in@kingsgroup.org
ADMISSIONS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .kc.admissions@kingscollegeschools.org
UNPLANNED ABSENCES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .soto.attendance@kings.education
PLANNED ABSENCES.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Parent Portal  (electronic form)
SCHOOL NURSE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .nurse.soto@kings.education
HEADMASTER.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. rocio.urraca@kingsgroup.org (HM’s PA)
EXAMS OFFICE.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .exams.soto@kings.education

Key Dates
Friday 26th March 

Last day of 2nd Term

Tuesday 6th April

First day of 3rd Term

Monday 3rd April

School Holiday

Wednesday 23 June

Last day of 3rd Term

T H E  S O T O  W E E K L Y  -  O U R  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 0

Important Contacts 

IT Tickets (Tech Support)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfgAzB31aedtYx9kwjlSitEdUuBydH91sgzON-wJTM4jWt_bg/viewform


Activities

OOFF
TTHHEE
WWEEEEKK

T H E  S O T O  W E E K L Y  -  O U R  S C H O O L  N E W S L E T T E R  2 0 2 0

@kingscollegeschools

King's College, The British
School of Madrid 

@Kings_Soto

King's College, Soto
de Viñuelas

ENRICHMENT
PHOTO

Explore an Issue
Why is Bitcoin so
bad for the
planet?

This week we looked at this
photo in Enrichment and

discussed what is happening in
the world.

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/video/2021/feb/25/why-bitcoin-is-so-bad-for-the-planet-video-explainer
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